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the birth of Jesus. Christmas cards 
and carols depict Jesus as a child, 
a newborn baby. I’m sure this is 
what children need to see and 
hear. But to adults, who have lived 
longer, seen more pain and evil-
ness, and made more mistakes, a 
new born baby may not assure us 
of peace, freedom or forgiveness. 
Therefore it is good to remember, 
even on Christmas, that Jesus 
started his life in a manger but it 
ended on the cross and in be-
tween he lived a human life with all 
its joys and sorrows. 
   A little before his sentence to 
death, Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace 
I give to you. I do not give to you 
as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled, and do not let 

 

Peace! 

“Glory to God in the highest heav-
en, and on earth peace among 
those whom he favors.” (Luke 
2:14) According to the gospel the 
heavenly host praised God with 
these words in the night when Je-
sus was born. Today it may ap-
pear that the angels’ talk about 
peace remains a pious hope; for 
peace does not exist even in the 
area where the shepherds were 
guarding their sheep on that his-
toric night, let alone other re-
gions of the world. 
   It’s been said that wars begin 
in people’s minds. Therefore 
peace also has to be born in hu-
man minds. There is no peace in 
the world unless there is peace 
in people’s minds. When Jesus 
was born, heavenly peace didn’t 
miraculously blanket the earth. 
The way of the world went on 
and still goes on as before. Busi-
ness as usual. It wasn’t into the 
world where peace descended 
but into people’s hearts. In peo-
ple’s hearts peace is born again 
and again.  
   On Christmas we celebrate 

them be afraid.” It is this promise of 
peace that we can hold on to in 
times of trouble and in times of 
happiness. God’s peace agreement 
will never abate for God is faithful 
and keeps promises. 
   Our hope is the same as that 
which inspired Zechariah to proph-
esy, “By the tender mercy of our 
God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us, to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace.” 

 
Rev. Riitta Hepomaki 
Assistant to the Bishop 

http://www.easternsynod.org/�


relevant and applicable, especially for 
children and youth and young adults. I 
love the idea of a faith journey being 
primarily relational - that in being in 
relationship with each other we meet 
and see God on a daily basis. The 
question that drives me is how do we 
connect the dots between the relation-
ships in our lives, our relationship with 
God and how we experience our rela-
tionship with God’s Church. I am look-
ing forward to making connections 

Announcement- New Director, 
Youth and Young Adults Minis-
tries 

Bishop Michael Pryse is happy to 
announce the appointment of the 
Rev. Christie Morrow to serve as 
the Eastern Synod Ministry Direc-
tor for Youth and Young Adult Min-
istry effective January 1, 2018.  
   Pastor Morrow succeeds the 
Rev. Joel Crouse who has served 
in this capacity since 2008. "I am 
very much looking forward to work-
ing with Pastor Morrow in this new 
capacity. She will bring a fresh 
new perspective to this important 
portfolio and to our synod's leader-
ship team!" 
   Pastor Morrow had this to say in 
response to her appointment: 
   “I am excited and humbled by 
Bishop Pryse’s invitation to serve 
as the Ministry Director for Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries in the 
Eastern Synod. I have been kick-
ing around youth ministry circles 
for many, many years (too many to 
count or admit!). Between that and 
my nearly 15 years of parish minis-
try experience, I have developed a 
passion and desire to make peo-
ple’s experience of church real, 

and further unpacking this question as 
together we seek to serve God and 
one another.” 

Pastor Christie currently resides in 
Stratford, Ontario with her husband, 
Rev Mark Wolfe and their two daugh-
ters Caroline and Lauren. 

Pictured above: Christie & Lauren 

 
Wishing you all a Blessed Christmas 

              -Eastern Synod Staff 



    Eastern Synod pastors who have 
served in the ELCG include Rev. Bar-
ry and Alice Lang, Rev. Jack and  Val 
Frederick, and most recently, Rev. 
Vivian and Eric Roberts.  Several of 
our Eastern Synod churches continue 
to have a strong Guyanese character. 
The Eastern Synod and the ELCG 
have enjoyed a Sister partner church 
relationship since 1997.  This relation-
ship was fostered by both our own 
Bishop, Michael Pryse and the ELCG 
president at the tim, Rev. Roy Thakur-
dyal.  This relationship is being re-
newed by our Synodical Council and 
the ELCG this year.   
   Since 2001, Rev. John O’Connor 
has made annual trips to Guyana for 
periods of two to three months to 
teach nursing students at the St. Jo-
seph’s Mercy Hospital in Georgetown.  
A current initiative, in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Public Health and the 
Georgetown Public Hospital, is to 
grow a local psychiatry training pro-
gram.   In support of this ministry initi-
ative, Rev. Dr. Peter Kuhnert has led 
five groups of medical and nursing 
volunteers to Guyana, since 2013.  
   For over 60 years, our two Lutheran 
churches have prayed for, accompa-
nied,  learned and witnessed together 
to the grace of God active in our 
lands.  In this year of renewal and re-
visioning, I encourage your congrega-
tions to actively pray for our partner-
ship with the ELCG.  And I encourage 
you to envision how God is calling us 
to be Lutheran together over the next 
500 years of the Reformation- wit-
nessing to the grace of God active in 
our lives, our families, our communi-
ties, and our countries.  When in-
spired, please contact the synod office  
with your words and letters of support 
for this partnership. 
 

ELCG Reformation Service 
Rev. Dr. Peter Kuhnert 

 
On Wed. Oct. 18, 2017, the Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church in Guyana 
joined the worldwide Lutheran com-
munity in celebrating the 500th anni-
versary of the Reformation.   
   The service took place in New Am-
sterdam at Ebenezer Lutheran 
Church  the historic first church of the 
ELCG, which celebrates its own 
274th  anniversary.  The ELCG is the 
second oldest Lutheran Church in 
South America after Suriname. 
   Guest preacher for the Anniversary 
service was the Rev. Ken Kross from 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Suriname.  Rev. Kross was joined by 
his wife, Joan and their daughter, 
Krystal. Liturgist for the service was 
Michael Davy Ram, treasurer for the 
ELCG.  Persons from every congre-
gation in the country joined in the 
new Caribbean Folk Service.   

   The festivities continued with the 
sharing of a light meal. Samuel 
Goolsarran, the long-time ELCG secre-
tary, was the first recipient of ELCG’s 
inaugural Martin Luther Award of Excel-
lence.  Mr Goolsarran recently  returned 
from planting a commemorative tree in 
the Lutherstadt, Wittenberg. 
   The relationship between the ELCG 
and Eastern Synod Lutherans had its 
beginnings in the 1960s, when students 
from British Guiana completed their the-
ological training at Waterloo Lutheran 
Seminary.  Since then, several gradu-
ates, including the  Revs. Joseph 
Drepaul and Joseph Habibullah, be-
came pastors of the Eastern Synod. 
Other students took on leadership posi-
tions both in the ELCG and at the Unit-
ed Theological Seminary of the West 
Indies ( Rev. Geoff Tannassee).  Cur-
rently, we have  former ELCG pastors, 
Rev. Roy  Thakurdyal and Rev. Moses 
Persaud, serving Eastern Synod con-
gregations. 

Report of the Treasurer  
(To November 30th, 2017) 

With November now behind us, we’re quickly approaching the December 31st 
finish line for the Eastern Synod’s 2017 fiscal year.  Although we made up 
some lost ground in November, we still have a way to go to meet our budget 
requirements for the year.   
   As of the end of November, offerings received by the synod office in 2017 for 
Benevolence, Canadian Lutheran World Relief and the ELCIC Praise Appeal 
were all tracking behind the comparable period for 2016 with declines of 3%, 
11%, and 5% respectively.  If you or your congregation are able to consider 
making an additional contribution to any of these causes, your “second mile” gift 
would be very much appreciated!   
   For details on offerings remitted for Benevolence, Canadian Lutheran World 
Relief and the ELCIC Praise Appeal, refer to Report of the Treasurer or go to 
http://www.easternsynod.org/ and click the orange Treasurers/Financial Info 
button. 





Vacancies 
Faith, Fergus-Elora 
Bethany, Woodstock 
St. Ansgar, Toronto 
Trinity, Sudbury 
Thornhill, Thornhill 
For more information please contact 
Rev  
Douglas Reble,  
Assistant to the Bishop, 
dreble@elcic.ca /1-877-373-5242. 

Enter the Right Relationships Challenge! 
We want to hear from you! The Biennium Reconciliation Initiative 
Task Force (BRITF) invites congregations and Ministry Areas to re-
spond to the Right Relationships Challenge.  
   Please share a story about what your congregation or Ministry Area 
has been doing (or plans to do) walking with Indigenous sisters and 
brothers to help further Right Relationships. We welcome accounts 
reflecting different stages and aspects of awareness and relationship 
building.  
   To enter, send a completed Challenge Form to the Director of Pub-
lic Policy and Service Ministries, Katherine Altenburg at kalten-
burg@elcic.ca by February 2, 2018. The BRI Task Force will select 
five stories from across the Synod and publish them in The Eastern 
Synod Lutheran and on the Eastern Synod website. 
   Your BRITF – Katherine Altenburg, Janaki Bandara, Phil Heinze, 
Scott Knarr, Mary Thompson, Sherri Wilker 
                      Right Relationships Challenge Form 
Congregation or Ministry Area: 

Title of Story: 

Name of person submitting story: 

Email address: 

Story (up to 600 words; up to 3 high quality photographs or other 
graphics may also be submitted. Please ensure copyright and permis-
sion to use graphics and/or photographs for publication): 

Like us on  
Facebook 

ESynodELCIC 
 

Follow us on  
Twitter 

@ESynodELCIC 
 

and Instagram 
easternsynod 

Want to know more 
about what Lutherans 
are doing across the 
country? 
Contact Barb 
bwiebe@elcic.ca  

To find out about upcoming events around the synod check the synod 
calendar on our website http://www.easternsynod.org/calendar. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Rev Lori Pilatzke and her family as they 
mourn the death of her mother and Rev Kevin Baglole and his family as they 
mourn the death of his father in law. 
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Study tour to India 
From Aug.18 - Sept. 2, 2018, we 
plan to lead our first Interfaith  
Encounters in India study tour. 
Open to students and the public. 
Join us for an info session: 7 p.m., 
Jan. 16, Mount Zion Lutheran, Wa-
terloo. RSVP dkrugerallen@wlu.ca   

Longest night 
The thirdspace_ alternative wor-
shipping community at WLS, sup-
ported by the Eastern Synod’s  mis-
sion committee, brings hope to 
those feeling sad and/or lonely at 
the holidays by joining a longest 
night service at St. Paul’s Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church, 544 Bridge-
port Rd. E. in Kitchener. 7 p.m., 
Thursday, Dec. 21. All welcome. 

Contact us 
Events: Dorinda Kruger Allen,  
dkrugerallen@wlu.ca 
Seminary stories: Mirko Petricevic, 
mpetricevic@wlu.ca 

Waterloo Lutheran Seminary Advent 2017 

Only two seminaries serve churches 
across the ELCIC: In general,       
Waterloo Lutheran Seminary in     
Waterloo, Ont., forms pastors for the 
Eastern Synod while Lutheran      
Theological Seminary in Saskatoon, 
Sask., serves churches across the 
rest of Canada. 

Twice each year the schools co-
publish Consensus: A Canadian Jour-
nal of Public Theology. To mark the 
500th anniversary of the start of the 
German Reformation the schools  
created a special two-part journal. 
The overarching theme for the edition 
— edited by WLS faculty Mary (Joy) 
Philip and librarian Greg Sennema — 

is Reformation: Then, Now and     
Onward. Available online, each issue 
includes scholarly articles; studies 
and observations; sermons and book 
reviews. 

Women from the Global South      
contributed most of the content in        
Vol. 38 Issue 1. Articles include 
“Luther on Tamar: A Subaltern Re-
sponse,” and “Reformation Is Ger-
mane To African Women: An African 
Lutheran Woman’s Imagination.”  

Topics in Vol. 38 Issue 2 include “The 
Tough Wedge: Reformation Now and 
Onward” and “Faith and the Fellow-
ship, as shown through Lord of the 
Rings: The Two Towers.” 

Consensus journal focuses on Reformation, Global South 

Mary (Joy) Philip Greg Sennema 

Women of the Reformation 

We're ever grateful for our Wom-
en's Auxiliary! Members gathered 
at St. John's Lutheran Church in 
Waterloo recently for fun and fel-
lowship; a seminary update; to take 
care of business; and for education 
on women of the Reformation in-
cluding Katharina von Bora (Katie) 
played by Pauline Miller (pictured 
at left). Click here for more photos. 

Videos and 360s 

If you haven’t seen our videos and 
360-degree photos lately, take a look:  

Courtyard 360; chapel new windows; 
autumn construction blitz; Inshallah - 
Salaam Aleikum; Inshallah Kids;  
Abrahamic Faiths Forum; Open Door 
service; Interfaith service 
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