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NOTE: 

The coronavirus pandemic has plagued the world for over a year as of this writing.  
Churches of every denomination in every part of the world have been forced to adapt 
nearly every aspect of worship in the interest of public safety. The uncertainty that has 
ensued has no doubt caused great stress and while we lament at the loss of in-person 
worship and changes to long-held traditions, we may !nd ourselves forgetting some of the 
positive by-products of a time that we’d rather have not happened at all. 

A New Thing aims to encourage us all to look at the pandemic through a di"erent lens: a 
lens of joy rather than sorrow; a lens of creation rather than destruction; and a lens of 
positivity rather than negativity. In the scripture passage from Isaiah that forms the basis 
of A New Thing, God announces that something new is taking place, something 
extraordinary. The example given in the text is a #owing stream in a once barren land, the 
idea of something unexpected and beautiful emerging in a place where no one would have 
expected. It was my goal to interpret this scripture in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

This is not to say — and A New Thing should not be interpreted to mean — that God 
caused the virus or that it is God’s will that it transpired. But, to deny that God could 
cause good things to happen amid the devastation of a global pandemic would be to deny 
the amazing power that God has over creation. Just like the stream that appeared in the 
barren land, our God has called us to a newfound sense of collaboration through the 
sharing of resources; our God has brought new colleagues and friends into our lives 
through communication and networking; our God has bestowed new gi%s to us that we 
use to bring the Gospel to a virtual audience; and our God has brought new people into 
our church families thanks to worship that has brought the church to the people rather 
than expecting the people to come to the church. 

“Behold, I am doing a new thing!” Praise be to God! 

Trevor Hicks 
Toronto, Canada 
April 2021 

Cover artwork credit: Cover art by Trevor Hicks. Copyright © 2021 by Trevor Hicks. All rights reserved.
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